Use of statistical sampling and extrapolation in overpayment audits of physicians.
The successful defense of claims for physician overpayments by insurers requires the health care attorney to be familiar with the statistical sampling procedures employed during these types of audits. In this article, the author describes when audits are initiated, the factors that are taken into account in determining if statistical sampling is appropriate, how the statistical sampling study is conducted, and what defenses the health care attorney can assert when confronted with the results of a statistical sampling audit.